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JANJ High School Heroes Program 
“JANJ High School Heroes” program gives high school students the opportunity to volunteer with Junior Achievement at a local elementary school in New Jersey. JA’s activity-based financial literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship programs are taught over the course of one school day. The program is a memorable community service project for the high school students who participate as volunteer role models, as well as a great learning experience for the participating elementary school students. Programs are fun and easy to implement, and all materials, lesson plans and training are provided by Junior Achievement at no cost to the schools. Junior Achievement’s curriculum is tied to the NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards as well as to the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.
 
Benefits of Involvement
For High School Students: 

· Enhances personal development & presentation skills 

· Creates hands-on experience in a classroom setting 

· Provides community-based school partnerships

· Gives high school students the opportunity to educate & inspire young children
· Exposes students to an educational career

· Reminds them about being fiscally responsible by teaching the actual programs
For Elementary School Students: 

· Gives the younger students role models from their communities

· Encourages respect and admiration for the high school students

· Enables children to learn about the economics of life and financial education through hands-on activity based programs

For Schools:

· Supplements curriculum at no cost to the schools
· Enhances and correlates with New Jersey core curriculum content standards such as social         studies, math and reading/writing
· Enriches student learning through volunteer networks 

· Brings outside perspectives into the classroom through positive role models
Event Day

· Students arrive at elementary school at 8:30am

· Students are escorted to their assigned classes and begin teaching the program by 9am

· A team of two or three high school students are assigned to a classroom
· The high school students are in charge of delivering the program

· The role of the classroom teacher is to make sure their students are well behaved

Possible Classes / Organizations That Would Benefit From This Program

· Teaching and Business Classes/ Clubs
· Public Speaking Classes

· Classes Requiring Community Service or Involvement

· National Honor Society

· School Based Youth Services

· Senior Option

Programs Taught by High School Heroes

              Grade  
Program      

Description of Program / Activities 

	K
	Ourselves ®
	Ourselves uses compelling stories read aloud by the volunteer along with hands-on activities to demonstrate helping, working, earning, and saving.

	1
	Our Families ®
	Our Families emphasizes the roles people play in the local economy and engages students with activities about needs, wants, jobs, tools and skills, and interdependence.

	2
	Our Community ®
	Our Community explores the interdependent roles of workers in a community, the work they perform, and how communities work.

	3
	Our City ®
	Our City studies careers, the skills people need to work in those careers, and how businesses contribute to a city.


All materials will be provided to the HS students. HS students are asked to leave behind any unused materials with elementary school teacher after their visit.
Testimonials
New Jersey Educators:

"Utilizing Junior Achievement as a vehicle to have my High School students educate students in the Elementary School has been a Win-Win-Win-Win situation.  The High School students learn how to organize a public speech and present a lesson plan, the Elementary School students gain a great deal of relevant knowledge and view the High School students as role models, the Teachers have their lesson plans reinforced through the great programs developed by Junior Achievement, and lastly, the interaction between the High School and Elementary School students gives a great sense of community in the school district.  I will continue to use this program and encourage other High Schools to participate."

Ron Richter, Franklin Township High School Teacher

“Students had the opportunity to participate in a real-life activity.  They were able to implement all skills and knowledge learned in a real life situation.”

Sandra Nunes, Elizabeth High School Teacher

“It is a valuable experience for the students to see citizens volunteering their time to help children in their community, especially during the school-wide emphasis of the character counts pillar of citizenship.”

“The children learned about the value of money in everyday life, including saving up to purchase something at a later date.”

 “Through JA, kids are able to work on their verbal, academic and social skills.”

“Students found the topics addressed extremely interesting. There is a good mix of group work and hands-on activities.”

“The children were engaged during the entire presentation. What a nice bridge between the community and our social studies curriculum.”

High School Heroes:
"I enjoy teaching the lessons provided by Junior Achievement because I am able to provide students with skills and concepts that they will be able to apply to their daily lives in the future."
Brandon, FEA Member, Newark High School Hero
“I thank you for the opportunity to let me be a role model to little kindergarteners. If you could see the impact on their faces you would be really proud. I just can’t wait to brighten someone else’s day.” Shanice, Camden High School Hero
“I thank you for letting us be a part of the JA program. I really had a good time and learned to speak in front of people. That’s my biggest fear, and because of this program, I can now stand up and speak in front of people. Thank you so much”. 
Arelis, Camden High School Hero
“I have learned different ways to communicate and to teach.”

Eduardo, Elizabeth High School Hero
_1376286346.bin

