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JA Day: Team-build while making a difference
A JA Day event takes place at a local elementary school giving volunteers the opportunity to teach Junior Achievement’s (JA’s) financial literacy and work readiness curriculum in a condensed time frame. JA’s activity-based programs are taught over the course of one school day (from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm) by teams of two or more volunteers. This turnkey program is a powerful team-building experience as well as a memorable community service project.  The benefit for the school is a free program that meets educational standards with minimal time taken from the classroom. JA’s curriculum is tied to the NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards as well as the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.
One-Day Event Details

What:
A one-day event in which elementary school children receive the five-lesson JA elementary curriculum. Trained volunteers teach the lessons. Program materials are provided to volunteers prior to the event during a volunteer orientation session. 
When/Where:
TBD
Why:
Volunteers have the opportunity to serve as positive role models to elementary school students while delivering JA’s activity-based economics curriculum.
How:
Before the day of the event, volunteers are assigned to their classes.  After receiving program orientation by a JANJ staff person either face-to-face or via conference call, the volunteers are prepared to visit their school.
Who: 
Company employee volunteers
PR Ideas: 
 (At your discretion)
· Letter sent home with the JA students taught by your company informing their families of your support  

· Company stickers on each student’s “Certificate of Achievement”  
· Media advisory announcing a program open house/ photo opt 
· Press releases distributed statewide
· Any additional ways you wish to promote the event 
Sample 
Schedule: 
8:30am

Volunteers arrive at school for light refreshments and Q&A.
9:00am                 Volunteers are escorted to assigned classrooms to present JA activities. Teacher is required to be in the classroom at all times.

   12:00pm                Volunteers break for lunch to eat and socialize with their peers.
2:00 pm 

 Program concludes with recognition ceremony to the students.
Elementary School Curriculum:
  Grade      Program

   Description of Program / Activities 

	K
	Ourselves ®
	Ourselves uses compelling stories read aloud by the volunteer along with hands-on activities to demonstrate helping, working, earning, and saving.

	1
	Our Families ®
	Our Families emphasizes the roles people play in the local economy and engages students with activities about needs, wants, jobs, tools and skills, and interdependence.

	2
	Our Community ®
	Our Community explores the interdependent roles of workers in a community, the work they perform, and how communities work.

	3
	Our City ®
	Our City studies careers, the skills people need to work in those careers, and how businesses contribute to a city.

	4
	Our Region ®
	Our Region introduces the relationship between the natural, human, and capital resources found in different regions and explores regional businesses that produce goods and services for consumers.

	5
	Our Nation ®
	Our Nation provides practical information about businesses’ need for individuals who can meet the demands of the job market, including high-growth, high-demand jobs. Further, it introduces the concept of globalization of business as it relates to production materials and the need for students to be entrepreneurial in their thinking to meet the requirements of high-growth, high-demand careers worldwide.
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