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WAL-MART ESSAY CONTEST WINNER ANNOUNCED
Anna Jimenez, a sophomore at Trenton Medical Arts High School has won the Wal-Mart sponsored Junior Achievement High School Heroes essay contest and is the recipient of a $250 gift card from Wal-Mart.   Anna will be recognized this Thursday, September 18th at 10:30 am at a ceremony with photo opportunity at Mayor Douglas Palmer’s office at Trenton City Hall, 319 E. State Street, Trenton, NJ.  Anna’s winning essay is as follows:
“The Importance of Giving Back to the Community”

I think that it’s important to give back to my community because there’s a lot of young people who need help with all types of stuff like work, situations, and self-esteem. The ways community service can help young people are with their grades, personal problems, and building self-esteem by sending older people to go to his or her class to talk to and help the student like Junior Achievement or like a mentor to be with the student at least 2-3 hours a day. The way the mentor can help the students is by talking and asking questions about his or her life. They can also help the student build self-esteem by letting them know that they can do anything they set their minds to. 

The way community service helped me personally is by counseling through a program like Catholic Charities. Before I joined this program I had an attitude problem. It was hard to open up to people and my grades were really low. As soon as I joined these two programs my attitude improved, I learned how to get along with people better. I learned go never keep my feelings to myself, but to open up to people, and my grades went up from F’s to A’s and B’s. I realized that since I went through a lot and I got help I decided to be a mentor and help kindergarteners. Ever since I was a mentor I felt like I help them a lot because they trusted me enough to tell me how they felt, tell me their problems, and always wanted me to help them with their work. Still to this day I go to my old school which is Rivera School to go see them.”
Anna will be accompanied by an executive from Wal-Mart, Junior Achievement of New Jersey’s President, Catherine Milone-Richards, Trenton Medical Arts Principal Brenda Torrence, Trenton Medical Arts teacher Mark Bailey, and Trenton Public Schools Superintendent Rodney Lofton as she accepts her award. Anna looks forward to joining her class mates this year in the High School Herores program to take place next semester at Grant Elementary School.  
About Junior Achievement
Junior Achievement’s (JA) mission is to inspire and prepare young people to succeed in a global economy. Through a dedicated volunteer network, JA provides in-school and after-school programs for students in grades K-12. JA offers workforce readiness programs that focus on seven key content areas: business, citizenship, economics, entrepreneurship, ethics/character, financial literacy, and career development. Today JA Worldwide® reaches over 8,300,000 students worldwide in 100 countries.  For more information, visit www.ja.org.   For information on JA-NJ, please visit http://nj.ja.org 
